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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
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ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Old  Hill,  Staffs. 


September,  1950. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  for  the 
Borough  of  Rowley  Regis. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1949,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  outbreak  of  disease  during  the  year — 
the  vital  statistics  show  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the 
Death  Rate  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  and  a  fall  in  the  Birth 
Rate. 

The  work  of  the  department  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  during 
the  year  and  I  am  grateful  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal 
help  and  co-operation. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Council,  more  especially  the  Members 
or  the  Health  Committee,  I  again  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  thanks  for  their  help,  consideration  and  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMWITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1949 

Chairman :  Alderman  Hancock,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman :  Councillor  Hanson. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor:  Alderman  Palmer,  J.P.;  Deputy  Mayor, 
Councillor  Attwood;  Aldermen  Deeley,  Norwood,  llaybould,  Wood¬ 
ward  ;Councillors  Barker  (Mrs.  E.),  Gilbert,  Pritchard,  Rollinson, 
Wakeman,  Walker  and  Westwood. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Hancock,  Councillors  Hanson,  Downing,  Walker  and 
Westwood. 

*  Aldermen  Raybould,  Palmer,  Pennington,  and  Councillor  A.  J.  Barker. 
# These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  — 

IRENE  D.  M.  F.  CONWAY  HASTILOW,  M.B.,  Ch.B,  M.R.C.S.. 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G.,  D.C.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  :  — 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public 
Cleansing,  Honours  in  Plumbing  and  Sanitary  Science  of  the 
City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:- — 

WILLIAM  WOOLDRIDGE,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  and  Meat 
and  Foods  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

GEORGE  E.  FLETCHER,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant.  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  A.R.S.I.  (Appointment  terminated 
31.3.49). 

LASHFORD  R.  TURBIN,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  and 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate.  (Commenced  1st  Sep¬ 
tember,  1949). 


Junior  Assistants :  — 

Roger  M.  Brettell.  Commenced  on  1.3.49.  joined  His  Majesty’s 
Forces  22.8.49. 

Michael  S.  Harrison.  Commenced  1.4.49. 

Clerks :  — 

MISS  D.  MORGAN,  Chief  Clerk. 

MRS.  H.  TYLER. 

MISS  M.  HUNT. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid-year  1949)  ...  49,440 


Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,235 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  December  31st,  1949 — 

according  to  the  rate  books)  ...  ...  ...  13,855 

Rateable  Value  (at  December  3 1st,  1949)  ...  ...£181,251 

Produce  of  a  Penny  Rate  (at  December  31st,  1949)  ...  £701.3.0 

General  Rate  (1949-1950)  ...  ...  ...  £710 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are 
agricultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one. 
The  manufacture  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels, 
chains  and  anchors,  hollow-ware,  electric  fittings,  being  among  the 
chief  industries.  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  "Rowley  Rag”  is 
quarried  from  the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and  channelling 
purposes.  There  is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district  now  though 
the  presence  of  pit  mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts  bear  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  coal  mining  was  once  an  important  industry  in  the 
Borough. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

397 

387 

784 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

o 

0 

9 

Total  . . . 

403 

390 

793 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

16.03 

5 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

8 

8 

16 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

.32 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

19.77 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

271 

231 

502 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : 

10.15 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  ... 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 

age: 

1.23 

All  Infants — 28.  Legitimate — 26.  Illegitimate — 2. 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  35.30 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.16 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegi¬ 
timate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  222.22 

Deaths  from :  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio  Enceph.  ...  ...  — 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers  ...  ...  ‘ — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  5 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the  year  under 
review  was  793,  a  decrease  of  124  on  the  preceding  year.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  area  was  16.03  which  figure  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for 
the  whole  country,  (viz.&  16.7).  Of  these  793  births,  9  were  illegitimate. 
(6  male  and  3  female). 


6 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

lotal 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

271 

231 

502 

Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fevers  ... 

Cerebro-Spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

• - 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

21 

11 

32 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

5 

2 

7 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  polio-myelitis  and  polio-enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Inft.  enceph. 

- - 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesph.  (M),  Uterus  (F)  ... 

— 

6 

6 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

9 

1 

10 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

5 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

30 

22 

52 

Diabetes 

2 

5 

7 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19 

23 

42 

Heart  Disease 

60 

59 

119 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

10 

10 

20 

Bronchitis 

27 

11 

38 

Pneumonia 

10 

11 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

4 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

6 

2 

8 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

2 

3 

5 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

Nephritis 

7 

3 

10 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Births 

5 

1 

6 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis. 

5 

8 

13 

Suicide 

7 

2 

9 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

10 

4 

14 

All  other  causes 

20 

29 

49 

Deaths  ot  Infants  under  1  year:  — 

Total 

16 

12 

28 

Legitimate 

14 

12 

26 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE. 

502  deaths  were  recorded  for  Rowley  Regis  in  1949.  The  general 
death  rate  showed  a  slight  increase,  viz.,  10.15  as  compared  with  9-83 
in  1948.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the 
following  causes :  — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  ...  64 
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ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY. 


There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had  any 
demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  clinical  material, 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  whch  is  under  the  direction  of  Lt.  Colonel  R.  N.  Phease. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory 
under  the  direction  of  A.  Houlbrooke  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  County 
Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  transport 
of  infectious  and  non- infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free  and  avail¬ 
able  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The  chief 
ones  used  are  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital, 
Dudley  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital,  Wednesbury. 
No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

Since  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  has  been  the  responsibility  of  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Clinics  are  held  daily  at  Parson  Street,  Dudley.  Sanatoria 
are  situated  at  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  Kinver  and  Himley.  Un¬ 
fortunately  they  cannot  be  opened  fully  because  of  the  shortage  of 
Nursing  Staff. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

School  Clinics,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  etc.,  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street  Clinic, 
Carlyle  Road  Clinic  and  the  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  One  maternal  death  has  occurred  during 
the  year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  28  deaths  were  registered  in  children 
under  1  year — the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  35.30  was  higher  than 
the  figure  for  1948  which  was  29-44. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

During  the  year  under  review,  two  notification  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
were  received.  No  death  occurred  from  this  cause. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

( i ,  The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in  (a)  quantity  and  (b)  quality. 

(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district,  except  in 
the  case  of  four  houses.  The  supplying  Company  frequently 
take  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  analysis  and  no  adverse  report 
has  been  received. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department. 


188  Corngreaves  Rd.  Tap  in  kitchen  Chemical 

from  wall  Bacteriological 


Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 


Collins,  C.  Heath  Tap  water 


Chemical  Satisfactory. 
Bacteriological  Satisfactory. 


50,  High  St.,  B.  Heath  Pump  in  yard,  Bacteriological  Satisfactory. 

used  for  washing 
purposes  only. 

45  Park  Avenue,  R.R.  Tap  in  living  Chemical  Satisfactory. 

room.  Bacteriological  Satisfactory. 


(hi)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature  and 


(>v)  no  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 


(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows: 

(a)  Houses  ...  13,111 

(b)  Population  ...  47,215 


By  means  of  standpipes :  — 

(a)  Houses  ...  690 

(b)  Population  ...  248 


These  figures  are  approximate,  the  standpipes  being  in  yard  areas 
and  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses.  All  these  dwellings  are  scheduled 
as  unfit. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 


All  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewerage 
Board’s  sewers  and  is  dealt  on  the  land  irrigation  principal  at  Whitting¬ 
ton,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  discharged  in  to  the  River 
Stour. 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at  Tivi- 
dale,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributory  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  local  Building  bye  laws  is  supervised 
by  the  Building  Surveyor,  but  general  repair  work,  in  compliance  with 
notices  served  is  done  through  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  in  compliance  with 


notices  served  : 

No.  of  yards  of  new  drain  laid  ...  ...  506 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  5 

New  inspection  chambers  and  covers  ...  11 

New  intercepting  traps  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council  . . .  283 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Privies  and  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  12 

Pails  provided  in  lieu  of  privies  ...  ...  8 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  54 


All  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  scrutiny 
which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  departments,  and  during  the  year, 
consideration  has  been  given  by  the  Committee  for  a  reconstruction 
scheme  in  the  King  Street  area  of  Old  Hill  to  obviate  periodical 
flooding. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced.  The  quack  pool  has  now 
been  filled  up,  and  forms  the  site  of  a  private  tip,  which  may  last  for 
about  7  years. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  is  the  position  up  to  date  as  far  as  our  records  show  : 


Wards. 

No.  of 
W.C.’s 

No.  of 
Bins 

No.  of 
Privies 

No.  of 
Pails 

No.  of 
Cess¬ 
pools 

Cradley  Heath 

2,856 

2.758 

— 

15 

1 

Old  Hill 

3,040 

2,934 

1 

12 

— 

Blackheath 

2,047 

2,225 

— 

— 

— 

Rowley  Regis 

4,051 

4,074 

2 

49 

19 

Tividale 

2,417 

2,161 

4 

29 

7 

Total  . 

14,411 

14,152 

7 

105 

27 

During  the  year,  22  privies  have  been  converted  into  pails  and 
a  weekly  collection  as  far  as  possible  is  carried  out. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  cesspool  emptyings  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s  Depart¬ 
ment  with  the  gully  emptying  machine  in  conjunction  with,  and  at 
the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  They  are  situated  as  follows : 

CESSPOOLS. 

Premises  : 

"  Briardene,’’  Oakham. 

"  West  Lea,”  Oakham. 

"Greenfields,”  Oakham. 

"  Ruffmead,”  Oakham. 

"  Beulah,”  Oakham. 

"  Braema,”  Oakham. 

"  Brookfields,”  Oakham. 

"  Golf  Club,”  Oakham. 

"Wellfield  House,”  Oakham. 

"  Beau  Geste,”  Oakham. 

"  Sportsman  Inn,”  Station  Road,  Old  Hill. 

"  Road  Surfacing  Co.,”  Portway,  Oakham. 

"  Del-garda,”  New  House,  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

"  Bishton’s  Cottage,”  Oakham  Fields. 

Marler  Bros.,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

"  The  Dell,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  Rufford,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  Lyndale,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  Diamond  Cottages,”  Gadds  Green,  Rowley  Regis. 

"  Two  Cottages,”  Richards  Quarries,  Gadds  Green. 

"  The  Spiers,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 

"  Pontymoile,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 

"  Windymoor,”  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

"  Stanton,”  8  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

B.S.A.  Rear  of  Vono  Works. 

Stiffs  Concrete  Factory,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

Edwin  Richards  Quarries  Ltd,  Perry’s  Lake,  Springfield. 

DISPOSAL. 

One  central  depot  is  used,  which  should  last  about  five  years.  Atten- 
t:on  to  this  has  been  brought  before  the  committee’s  notice,  so  that  other 
sites  can  be  obtained.  All  the  material  is  weighed  before  disposal, 
so  that  accurate  costing  is  possible. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

1.  Total  Refuse  Collected  in  tons: 

April  1st,  1948  to  31st  March,  1949  :  9,011  tons  7  cwts.  lqr. 

2.  Population:  Middle  of  1948  (estimated) — 49,130. 

3.  Area  (Statute  Acres) — 3,828. 

4  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day,  365  days  to 
year — 999. 

5.  Number  of  houses  and  premises — 13,770  (December,  1948). 

6  Method  of  collection  : 

Mechanical  Vehicles  Percentage  of  refuse  collected 

5  100% 

7.  Method  of  Disposal — Controlled  Tipping. 

8.  Average  length  of  haul :  2\  miles. 

9.  Number  of  employees  other  than  clerical: 

Collection— 23.  Disposal — 3. 

The  refuse  collected  is  down  by  about  238  tons.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  by  reason  of  less  picking  from  pit  mounds.  The  previous 
year,  levelling  on  a  large  housing  site  took  place,  which  was  mainly 
composed  of  pit  refuse  and  a  good  many  pickers  took  home  unburnable 
coal  slack. 

The  all  in  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  is  down  by  £43-  5s.  3d 
per  1,000  premises.  In  the  main,  this  was  caused  by  labour  shortage. 
The  report  for  1949/50  will,  however,  show  increases  all  around,  due 
ro  lessening  the  amount  of  work  allocated  per  man,  and  the  advantages 
taken  of  sick  pay  allowances.  In  the  latter  case,  lost  time  is  allowed 
to  be  made  up  the  team,  at  time  and  one  quarter  rates  of  pay. 

WASTE  RECOVERY. 

The  salvage  sales  were  as  follows : 


£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

317 

5 

2 

February 

231 

6 

10 

March 

280 

9 

10 

April 

252 

11 

6 

May  ... 

353 

0 

10 

June  ... 

283 

4 

2 

July . 

190 

14 

5 

August 

75 

4 

7 

September 

102 

11 

6 

October 

129 

3 

8 

November 

191 

6 

December 

129 

18 

4 

£2,536 

17 

1 

Pig  food  Bonus 

181 

8 

8 

Waste  paper  bonus  . . . 

55 

0 

6 

Total 

...  £2,773 

6 

3 
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The  following  is  the 

amount  of 

waste 

matter 

recovered 

returned  to  industry. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Waste  paper 

220 

1 

o 

0 

2 

Pig  Food 

526 

6 

3 

0 

Bones 

1 

16 

0 

-* 

l 

Rags  . 

— 

4 

0 

0 

Baled  Tins  ... 

o 

:> 

17 

0 

0 

Total 

752 

5 

2 

3 

In  July,  the  "Direction"  for  the  collection  of  paper  was  lifted 
and  the  Council,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  labour,  then  arranged  for 
shop  keepers  to  deliver  their  waste  direct  to  the  depot,  where  it  is 
baled  and  disposed  of.  This  system  still  continues. 
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WASTE  FOOD  COLLECTION. 


A  combined  system  of  house  to  house,  and  communal  bins  is 
in  operation,  namely  one  electric  Pony  collecting  1,650  containers  and 
220  communal  bins  collected  independently.  Statistics  are  interesting. 

1  Containers  are  only  accepted  by  about  51  per  cent  of  the  houses 
covered. 

2  Only  housing  sites  generally  will  accept  them. 

3.  Much  time  is  lost  in  delivery  to  the  disposal  centre  prior  to 
removal  for  concentration. 

4.  During  pig  feeding  season  (just  before  Christmas)  the  yield  is 
small  and  much  walking  effort  wasted. 

5.  It  is  not  possible  to  arrange  for  the  containers  to  be  brought 
to  the  front  of  houses  by  the  tenants,  as  many  householders  are 
out  at  work. 

6.  The  cost  of  putting  a  vehicle  with  say  1,650  containers  on  the 
road  is  high,  viz: — approximately  £1,200  plus  the  additional  road 
transport  to  the  concentration  plant,  situated  six  miles  away. 

7.  The  amount  of  waste  food  collected  averages  about  260  tons  per 
annum,  which  of  course,  apart  from  the  national  necessity,  is  not 
financially  economical. 

A  new  type  of  communal  bin  has  been  introduced,  fitted  with 
Bradley’s  quick  lift  access  lid.  After  twelve  months  use,  it  has  proved 
a  sound  sanitary  job.  It  has  solved  the  problem  of  hygienic  food 
collection  and  reduces  the  risk  of  food  poisoning  by  flies,  particularly, 
where  it  has  been  used  in  cafes,  canteens  and  public  restaurants. 
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Its  performance  is  as  follows :  — 

1.  220  bins  have  been  placed  on  the  district  for  the  past  twelve 
months. 

2.  The  yield  has  equalled  that  of  the  1,650  containers  (about  260 
tons). 

3.  The  capital  cost  of  £264  is  negligible,  in  comparison,  viz :  220 
bins  with  Bradley’s  quick  lift  access  lids,  at  £1.  4s.  Od.  each. 

4  The  collecting  vehicle  also  removes  the  waste  food  for  the  electric 
vehicle,  to  the  concentration  plant  at  Dudley  Port. 

During  the  year,  all  the  British  restaurants  in  the  Borough  were 
fitted  out  with  the  new  lids,  as  shewn  below. 


15 


The  above  is  a  typical  example  of  the  waste  storage  at  a  canteen, 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  lid.  It  obviously  allowed  for 
the  free  breeding  of  flies,  and  instituted  a  feeding  centre  for  self 
supporting  dogs  and  cats. 

Rowley  Regis  is  a  pig-keeping  district  which  adds  to  the  difficulties 
of  maintaining  a  good,  regular  standard  routine  of  collection.  There 
is  also  a  government  slaughtering  establishment  for  pigs. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse. 


Pigs  killed  at  Government  Slaughterhouses  ... 
Pigs  killed  on  Cottages  premises 

Total  pigs  killed  and  inspected  during  1949 


2221 

1256 


3477 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year : 


Houses  infested 
Houses  not  infested 
Foodstores  infested 
Foodstores  not  infested  . . . 
Piggeries  infested 
Tips  infested 
Watercourses  infested  ... 
Factories  infested 
Factories  not  infested  ... 
Sewage  Works  infested 
Stables  infested 
Sewer  Manholes  test  baited 
Holes  gassed  with  Cymag 
No.  of  good  takes 
No.  of  small  takes 


72 

3 

16 

11 

17 

7 

13 

3 

9 

3 

2 

100 

38 

275  (2  oz.  baits) 
741 


Received  from  Business  Premises :  £209-  10s. 


The  sewers  are  generally  surcharged.  100  manholes  were  tested 
in  March  with  negative  results. 

A  special  rodent  operative  is  engaged  on  this  work. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

A— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 

HOUSES. 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  351 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  853 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during  the 

year  1949  .  1205 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS.  Defective  .  1 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  ...  3451 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Nature 

No.  of  Individual  Total  Number  of 
premises  visited  Inspections  made 

Shops  Visited  under  Shops  Acts 

216 

232 

Drains 

677 

899 

Urinals 

9 

0 

9 

0 

Slaughterhouses 

19 

609 

Offensive  trades 

1 

10 

Foodstores 

418 

1,903 

Stables  and  Animals 

17 

21 

Piggeries 

304 

712 

Factories  ... 

186 

322 

Bakehouses 

22 

182 

Cowsheds 

20 

38 

Dairies 

13 

36 

Van  Dwellings  ... 

69 

97 

Carbide  stores 

8 

12 

Petroleum  Stores 

110 

179 

Smoke 

38 

56 

Infectious  diseases 

165 

273 

Cinemas  ... 

4 

24 

Defective  Bins 

659 

1,667 

Wells  and  Water  Supplies 

16 

16 

Water  Courses  ... 

62 

62 

Manure  Pits  and  accumulations  ... 

8 

8 

Ice  Cream  Stores  ... 

67 

262 

Complaints  investigated 

886 

886 

Schools 

10 

10 

Works  canteens  and  restaurants  . . . 

88 

220 

INTERVIEWS  WITH 

OWNERS 

...  1,382 

Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1949 

No.  of 
defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

DWELLING  HOUSES: 

Defective  roof  of  coalhouse  and  verandahs  10 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Defective  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  87 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ...  ...  33 

4  — 

106  7 

57  2 

21  3 

4 

113 

59 

24 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1949 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 
Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

Obstructed  Spouting 
Defective  yard  paving 
Accumulations 
Defective  dustbins 
Dampness 

Dirty  Dwelling  houses  ... 

Dirty  Pantries  and  cellars 
Dirty  living  rooms 
Dirty  Bedrooms  ... 

Dirty  Staircases 
Dirty  Floors 

Internal  and  external  painting 
Water  sewage  in  cellars  ... 

Defective  and  dangerous  ceiling  ... 
Defective  wall  plaster 
Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 
Defective  firegrates  and  brickwork 
Defective  window  frames  and  fasteners  . . . 
Defective  or  no  skirting  boards  ... 
Defective  sashcords 
Insufficient  coalhouse  accommodation 
Defective  and  dangerous  floors  ... 
Defective  staircase 
Defective  or  no  handrail 
Fixed  Windows  ,.. 

Defective  roof  snow  boards 
Verminous  houses 
Houses  demolished 
No  Owner’s  name  in  rent  book  ... 
Defective  hot  water  system 
Dirty  Beds  and  bedding  ... 

WASHHOUSES : 

Defective  roofs 
Defective  chimneys 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls 
Dilapidated  and  dangerous  wash-houses  . . . 
Dirty  wash-houses 
Defective  floors  ... 

Defective  ceilings 
Defective  wall  plaster 
Defective  boiler  firegrates 
Defective  washing  boilers  and  boiler 
brickwork 

Defective  or  obstructed  sink  waste  pipes 


No.  of 

defects 

Total 

No.  of 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

defects 

informal 

formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

20 

12 

— 

12 

83 

63 

5 

68 

9 

0 

5 

— 

5 

11 

8 

— 

8 

9 

5 

— 

5 

645 

597 

4 

601 

11 

8 

— 

8 

20 

16 

— 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

6 

— 

6 

30 

21 

— 

21 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

2 

111 

101 

15 

116 

152 

146 

11 

157 

44 

27 

2 

29 

58 

29 

o 

0 

32 

67 

48 

5 

53 

1 

2 

— 

2 

163 

118 

6 

124 

14 

21 

1 

22 

28 

24 

1 

25 

13 

o 

1 

4 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

30 

30 

— 

30 

5 

5 

— 

5 

11 

7 

— 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

5 

— 

5 

66 

40 

1 

41 

18 

12 

1 

13 

16 

4 

2 

6 

11 

3 

— 

o 

0 

4 

4 

— 

4 

15 

5 

— 

5 

16 

7 

1 

8 

4 

4 

— 

4 

23 

17 

1 

18 

26 

23 

1 

24 

14 

8 

— 

8 

20 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1949 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 
pipes 

Dangerous  covers  of  cisterns  and  wells  . . . 
Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 
Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 
Defective  window  frames 
Insanitary  sinks 

Defective  brick  pillars  under  sinks 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Defective  service  taps 
Defective  spouting 

DRAINS  AND  WATER  CLOSETS: 

Defective  W.C.  roofs 
Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 
Defective  soil  and  vent,  pipes  ... 
Defective  doors,  cases  and  steps  ... 
Defective  flushing  apparatus 
Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 
Obstructed  W.C.’s  and  drains 
Defective  or  no  seats 
Burst  Service  pipes 
Insufficient  drainage 
Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Defective  Drains 

Broken  inspection  chamber  covers 
Dilapidated  W.C.’s 
Defective  urinals  ... 

Dirty  urinals 
Defective  pail  closets 
Defective  floors  ... 

Dirty  W.C.’s  . 

Insufficient  light  and  vent. 

Insanitary  privies  ... 

Defective  cesspools 
Insanitary  ashpits 
Unscreened  W.C.’s 

FACTORIES : 

Dirty  and  defective  urinals 
Defective  and  insufficient  urinals 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

Dirty  water  closets 
Defective  or  no  seats 
Defective  flushing  apparatus 


No.  of 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 

Total 
No.  of 

defects 

informal 

formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

16 

13 

— 

13 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20 

8 

— 

8 

17 

11 

- - 

11 

12 

8 

2 

10 

12 

7 

— 

7 

2 

0 

— 

— 

— 

11 

10 

— 

10 

1 

2 

— 

2 

7 

9 

2 

11 

35 

40 

1 

41 

35 

21 

— 

21 

1 

3 

— 

3 

28 

18 

— 

18 

60 

47 

1 

48 

58 

47 

— 

47 

316 

316 

— 

316 

20 

12 

— - 

12 

17 

14 

— 

14 

112 

35 

— 

35 

110 

34 

— 

34 

126 

59 

— 

59 

24 

23 

— 

23 

8 

7 

— 

7 

1 

4 

— 

4 

5 

9 

— 

9 

25 

19 

— 

19 

7 

5 

— 

5 

7 

7 

— 

7 

/ 

55 

50 

— - 

50 

2 

1 

— 

1 

17 

17 

— 

17 

17 

17 

_ 

17 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11 

11 

— 

11 

4 

4 

— 

4 

30 

29 

— 

29 

5 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

21 


No.  of 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances  defects 

discovered  during  1949  found 

Defective  W.C.  doors  and  fastenings  ...  6 

Defective  window  frames  ...  ...  7 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  W.C.  2 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  and  insufficient  drainage  ...  6 

Defective  roofs  and  chimneys  and  walls  ...  3 

Obstructed  and  defective  drains  ...  ...  4 

Defective  spouting  ...  ...  ...  1 

Doors  made  to  open  outwards  ...  ...  3 

Defective  dust  extractors  on  Quarry 

chipping  plants  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  not  marked  "  MALES  ”  or 

"  FEMALES  ”  .  1 

Defective  W.C.  Roofs  .  5 

Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 

pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No  intervening  ventilation  space  ...  1 

Dirty  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dirty  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dust  and  grit  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Insanitary  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

PIGGERIES : 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  4 

Filthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

BAKEHOUSES  : 

Defective  ceilings  and  walls  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  ...  ...  12 

Dirty  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  benches  and  utensils  ...  ...  — 

WG.  accommodation  insufficient  ...  2 


STABLES  AND  ANIMALS  KEPT: 

Leaking  manure  pits  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


No.  of 

defects 

Total 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

informal 

formal 

Defects 

action 

action 

remedied 

7 

— 

7 

7 

— 

7 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— — 

4 

6 

— 

6 

4 

— 

i 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

8 

— 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

3 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

9 

— 

1 

9 

0 

— 

0 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

7 

— 

7 

4 

— 

4 

9 

— 

9 

19 

— 

19 

6 

— 

6 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

4 

9 

0 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

12 

— 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 


4 


4 


FOODSTORES  : 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 
Defective  and  dirty  floors 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1949 

Defective  spouting 

Defective  chimneys 

Defective  doors  and  door  casing  ... 

Defective  floors 

Dirty  foodstores 

Insufficient  cooking  facilities 

Accumulations 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 
Obstructed  drains  or  insufficient  drainage 
Defective  ceiling  and  wall  plaster 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Defective  W.C.  roofs 
Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints 

Dirty  W.C.’s  . 

Defective  window  frames  and  fastenings 
Defective  sinks  and  sink  waste  pipes 
Dilapidated  and  dangerous  foodstores  ... 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  spouting 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  water  supply  and  burst  service 
pipes 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ... 
Insufficient  offal  and  storage  bins 
Defective  yard  paving 
No  constant  supply  of  hot  water 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

Offensive  smells  ... 

Dirty  slaughterhouses 
Smoke  nuisances  ... 

Defective  walls 

Defective  and  burst  service  pipes 
Defective  chimneys  (boiler) 

COWSHEDS  : 

Dirty  Cowsheds  ... 

Accumulations  of  manure 

CINEMAS  : 

Defective  floors  ... 

Burst  service  pipes  in  W.C.’s 

CANTEENS : 

Defective  roofs 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ... 

Defective  yard  paving 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 


No.  of 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 

Total 
No.  of 

defects 

informal 

formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

9 

4 

— 

4 

89 

50 

— 

50 

1 

1 

— _ 

1 

3 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

6 

6 

— 

6 

23 

17 

— 

17 

2 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

— 

5 

9 

3 

2 

— 

2 

9 

3 

9 

D 

— 

9 

:> 

2 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

7 

— 

7 

6 

5 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

- — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

8 

8 

— 

8 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

22 

‘9 

11 

— 

11 

9 

5 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1949 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ... 
Accumulations 

Insufficient  WC.  and  Urinal  Accom¬ 
modation 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster 
No  receptacle  for  storage  of  waste 
Insufficient  ventilation 
Dirty  kitchen  utensils 
Defective  heating  apparatus 

PETROLEUM  STORES: 

Defective  ventilation  pipes 
Defective  delivery  hose  pipe 
Broken  inspection  chamber  covers 
Defective  pumps  ... 

VAN  DWELLINGS: 

Occupying  land  without  licence  ... 

ICE-CREAM  STORES: 

Insufficient  protection  from  dust  and  dirt 

Insufficient  drainage 

No  washing  facilities 

Defective  roofs 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  ... 

Defective  floors  ... 

Name  and  address  of  vendor  not  displayed 
Defective  doors,  door  cases 
Defective  window  frames 

DAIRIES  : 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  ... 

Dirty  sterilising  rooms  ... 

WATERCRESS  BEDS : 

Condemned  beds  destroyed 
SCHOOLS : 

Obstructed  drains  .. . 

SHOPS  : 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  and  wall  plaster 
Defective  stairs 

Defective  brick  steps  to  underground  store 
rooms 

Defective  sinks 
Defective  firegrates 
Lack  of  mess  room  for  staff 
No  washing  facilities 


No.  of 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 

Total 
No.  of 

defects 

informal 

formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9 

0 

2 

— 

7 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

16 

16 

— 

16 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

o 

7 

7 

— 

o 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

_ 

9 

3 

1 

1 

— 

i 

9 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 
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Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 

No.  of 
defects 

No.  of  defects 
remedied  by 
informal  formal 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 

discovered  during  1949 

found 

action  action 

remedied 

Dirty  ceiling  and  walls  of  shop  ... 

16 

10  — 

10 

External  and  internal  woodwork  requires 
painting 

1 

1  — 

1 

Defective  doors 

1 

1  — 

1 

Defective  floors 

2 

-  - 

— 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ... 

2 

1  — 

1 

Insufficient  drainage 

2 

1  — 

1 

Insufficient  water  supply 

2 

1  — 

1 

REFUSE  TIPS: 

Infested  with  Crickets 

1 

1  — 

1 

Smoke  nuisances 

1 

1  1 

2 

SMOKE  NUISANCES  . 

3 

3  — 

o 

3 

B— THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1949. 

(Distinguished  Statutory  from  Informal). 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1948  162 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1948  ...  6 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949  1,219 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 

(re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

FORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year  1949  ...  ...  26 

1,423 


C.— THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES. 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1949  which  were 

outstanding  31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1949  which  were 

served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  950 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1949  which  were 

served  during  the  year  (re  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  8 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1949  which  were  out¬ 
standing  31st  December,  1948.  (Most  of  these  notices 
relating  to  condemned  property  not  yet  demolished)  ...  6 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1949  which  were  served 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

1,092 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December, 

1949  (for  analysis  see  below). 

FORMAL .  .  16 

INFORMAL  .  315 

331 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  is  886. 

OUTWORKERS. 

During  the  year  23  lists  have  been  received  containing  91  names 
covering  February  and  August. 

There  were  no  Reminder  Notices  sent  out  to  employers. 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work. 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August 
list  required  by  Section  110(1)  (c). 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making  etc., 

Cleaning  and  Washing)  ... 

3 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains  ... 

46 

Carding  etc.  of  buttons  etc. 

9 

Total  . . . 

58 

There  were  no  cases  of  default  or  notices  served. 

(IV) 

SHOPS. 

The  Shops  Act,  in  its  entirety,  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff  and  the  following  activity  is  recorded  :  — 

Shops  Inspected — 216. 

(V)  VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

1.  Inspection  for  tenancy  allocation  of  Council  Houses  ...  102 

Found  verminous  and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bugs.  Other  causes. 

Other  dwelling  houses  disinfected  ...  7  20 

2.  Houses  are  disinfected  by  spraying  and  the  use  of  D.D.T.  fluids 
and  powders. 

HOUSING. 

1  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year :  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1205 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

4,656 

(2) 

and 

Inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Acts 

1 

(3) 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation 

QO 

Ul 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  583 

3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year :  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

( a )  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  Default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Notices  were  served  on  properties  in 
respect  of  defective  dust-bins  as  follows :  — 

Number  of  dustbins  for  which  Preliminary  Notices  were 

served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  645 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Legal  Notices  were  served  33 

Total  ...  678 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Preliminary  Notices  were 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  597 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Legal  Notices  were  com¬ 
plied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  601 
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DETAILS  OF  PROSECUTIONS  AND  SUMMONSES  SERVED. 


The  dust  from  the  stone  cracking  and  tarmacadam  works  in  Old 
Hill  still  gives  rise  to  a  nuisance,  which  after  much  correspondence 
was  not  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  Rowley  area  an  extraction 
and  precipitation  plant  has  been  erected  by  one  firm,  considerably 
lessening  the  nuisance,  and  the  huge  pile  of  accumulated  Cracker  dust 
which  was  a  serious  nuisance  in  windy  weather,  is  rapidly  being 
removed. 

The  smoke  nuisance  of  the  Black  Country  is  still  a  matter  of 
gteat  concern,  and  on  a  which  cannot  easily  be  dealt  with,  as  many 
industries  are  exempt.  Brick  and  other  Kilns,  of  which  there  are 
many  in  the  Borough,  could  be  made  smokeless,  but  it  is  the  old,  old 
story  of  economics.  Steam  raising  plants  have  been  somewhat  trouble¬ 
some,  particularly  the  vertical  kind,  and  also  others  which  have  been 
used  for  burning  trade  waste,  such  as  rubber.  Some  improvements 
to  plants  have  been  carried  out.  In  several  instances,  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power  have  co-operated,  and  have  given  instructions  to 
boiler  plant  operatives  on  the  etficient  management  and  firing  of 
boilers,  with  good  results. 

After  all  our  work  of  pre-war  slum  clearance  and  property  re¬ 
conditioning,  it  is  disturbing  to  see  the  housing  standards  falling 
backwards.  Taking  a  quick  survey,  it  would,  at  first,  appear  that  the 
old  order  of  things  such  as  preventive  medicine  is  being  put  in  reverse, 
and  the  appealing  medical  service  slogan  "  Free  for  All  ”  has  taken 
its  place.  In  a  highly  industrialised  Borough  of  this  kind,  with 
approximately  14,000  houses,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  that  the  contributions 
by  the  population  to  the  National  Health  Scheme  would  be  in  the 
region  of  £400,000  per  annum.  The  benefits  are  those  of  free  medical 
treatment,  maternity,  death  grants,  and  compensation  for  industrial 
injury  etc.,  or  what  might  be  aptly  termed  "  curing  ”  benefits.  On  the 
other  hand  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949,  the  financial  returns 
of  the  Borough  show  that  £12,787.  2s.  9d.  was  spent  on  Sewage  and 
drainage,  the  house  and  trade  refuse  collection  and  disposal  cost 
£11,668.  0s.  2d.;  Public  Health  Salaries  cost  £2,308.  2s.  7d.;  Parks 
and  pleasure  grounds  £14,233.  10s.  8d. ;  prevention  of  disease 

£3 45.  10s.  8d.;  Public  Conveniences  £1,863.  9s.  6d.;  Mortuaries,  Rodent 
Control,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Ambulances  etc.,  £1,036.  4s.  3d.;  a  total 
of  £44,242.  0s.  9d.  on  what  is  generally  termed  preventive  medicine. 

Fifty  years  ago,  typhoid  fever  was  a  costly  business,  but  the 
continuance  of  the  disease  was  prevented  by  the  introduction  of  the 
water-carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal.  Infantile  mortality  was  also 
reduced  by  the  introduction  of  paved  courts  and  passages,  a  weekly 
dust  bin  collection,  instead  of  a  three  monthly  service  of  ashpit  clearance, 
and  the  prevention  of  fly  contamination  of  food.  With  the  same 
preventive  foresight,  food  poisoning  is  being  dealt  with  by  the  intro, 
duction  of  clean  food  byelaws,  which  were  provisionally  adopted  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

For  nearly  ten  years,  the  Sanitary  Staff  has  carried  on  with  difficulty 
with  one  senior  and  two  additional  Inspectors.  Labour  for  cleansing 
work  became  a  nightmare,  and  still  is,  and  the  Salvage  services  reached 
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big  proportions.  At  its  peak,  as  much  as  £2,000  per  year  profit  was 
made,  besides  recovering  and  returning  to  industry  much  valuable  raw 

material. 

In  September,  a  further  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  try  and  catch  up  with  the  new  conditions,  which  the 
sanitary  services  began  to  demand.  October  brought  into  effect  the 
new  Milk  and  Dairies  regulations,  so  long  delayed,  whilst  in  the 
meantime,  the  Government’s  policy  of  rat  extermination  was  being 
pushed  forward. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

ICE  CREAM. 

These  premises  have  been  inspected  and  brought  up  to  date  as 
follows :  — 

For  sale,  storage  and  manufacture  ...  ...  ...  15 

For  sale  and  storage  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Total  ice  cream  premises  in  Borough  ...  ...  ...  70 


During  the  year,  70  samples  were  taken  from  Manufacturers  in 
the  Borough,  and  two  from  an  outside  Manufacturer,  which  were 
retailed  in  the  district. 

36  of  the  above  samples  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  Analysis 
and  36  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  Act  and  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  April, 
1949  :  — 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 
The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk, 


Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  have  been  granted  : 

Principal  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Supplementary,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Supplementary,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dealers  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dealers  Licence,  Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 


The  production  side  of  milk  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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SAMPLING  of  foods. 


200  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  by  the  County,  acting 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough.  These  included  36  ice-creams, 
which  were  taken  by  the  Local  authority.  190  food  samples  were 
genuine,  and  ten  were  adulterated  as  follows :  — 


Article. 


Genuine.  Adulterated.  Nature. 


Baking  Powder  ... 

1 

Brawn 

1 

Butter 

1 

Calamine  Lotion  ... 

1 

1  42%  deficient  of 

zinc  oxide. 

Cheese,  Gorgonzola 

1 

Cherries,  Glazed 

1 

Chips 

o 

0 

Cocoa 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Cornflour 

1 

Cough  Remedy  (Children) 

1 

Curray  Powder  ...  ..., 

1 

Custard  Powder  ... 

D 

Z. 

Dessert  Powder 

( Chocolate ) 

1 

Extract  Fluid  Beef 

1 

Flavour,  Almond 

2 

Flour,  Plain 

1 

Ginger,  crystalised 

1 

Ginger,  ground  ... 

1 

Ice  cream 

36 

Instant  Postum  (cereal 

beverage) 

1 

Jam,  apricot  (full  fruit 

standard ) 

1 

Jam,  plum  and  raspberry 

(full  fruit  standard)  1 


Marmalade,  (full  fruit 
standard) 

Milk  . 

Milk,  heat  treated 


1 

12 

5 


Milk,  pasteurised 
Milk,  sterilised  ... 

Milk,  Tuberculin  tested 
(pasteurised) 


22 

30 

21 


2  (1)  2.8.%  added 

water. 

(2)  1.51%  added 
water. 
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Article.  Genuine.  Adulterated.  Nature. 


Nutmegs,  ground 

2 

Oil,  camphorated 

2 

Ointment,  zinc 

1 

Onions,  pickled  ... 

1 

Parsley,  dried 

1 

Paste,  crab 

1  58.3%  deficient  of 

Paste,  fish 

1 

crab  meat. 

Paste,  meat 

1 

Pastry  mixture 

1 

Pepper,  white 

2 

Pickles,  sweet 

1 

Puddings,  marmalade 

1 

Salad  cream 

1 

Salad  dressings 

1  contained  saccharin. 

Salts,  Epsom 

1 

Sandwich  spread 

1  contained  saccharin. 

Sauce,  fruit 

1 

Sausages,  beef 

o 

3 

2  (1)  12.4%  deficient 

Sausages,  beef  (preserved) 

9 

3 

of  meat. 

(2)  contained  unde¬ 
clared  preserva¬ 
tive. 

Sausages,  pork  (preserved) 

1 

Soup,  desiccated  ... 

1 

Soup,  green  pea  ... 

1 

Soup,  meat 

1 

Spices,  mixed 

1 

Spread,  chocolate 

1 

Stuffing,  sage  and  onions 

2 

Tea 

1 

Teatime  tablets  ... 

1  Does  not  comply 

Tomato  Sausage 
( preserved )  ... 

with  labelling  of 
Food  Order. 

1  68.6%  deficient  of 

Trifle 

1 

meat. 

Vinegar,  malt 

1 

Vinegar,  non-brewed 

1 

Walnuts,  pickled 

1 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year : 


Bacteriological  Tests. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

Undesignated 

8 

8 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  ... 

18 

— 

Pasteurised 

27 

— 

Sterilised  ... 

25 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

— 

Heat  Treated 

11 

— 

Biological  Tests. 

Undesignated 

10 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

— 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  16  slaughter-houses  licenced  in  the  District.  One  is 
licenced  for  the  Government  slaughter  of  pigs  and  the  remainder  used 
generally  for  the  killing  of  cottagers’  pigs.  All  animals  slaughtered  in 
tile  Borough  are  inspected. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 


Pigs’  Frys 

.  .  • 

.  •  . 

192 

lbs. 

„  Livers  ... 

9 

3? 

„  Lungs . 

157 

33 

„  Heads  ... 

652 

3) 

„  Intestines 

29 

33 

„  Spleens 

2 

33 

„  Mesenteries 

23 

33 

„  Hearts  ... 

2 

33 

„  Carcases 

.  ,  , 

,  ,  , 

1,330 

33 

„  Offal  . 

12 

33 

Beef  ... 

190 

33 

Beef  Dripping 

4 

33 

Calves’  Heads 

18 

33 

Lamb 

328 

33 

Lambs’  Heads  and  Olfal 

41 

33 

Bacon 

ii 

33 

Sausages 

20 

33 

Meat  and  Potato  Pies 

4 

33 

Pikelets 

16  J 

33 

Pressed  Tongue 

34 

33 

Egg  Powder 

3  3 

33 

Cheese 

47 

33 

Oranges 

56 

33 

Boxes  dates  and  figs  . . . 

3 

4 

33 

Pickles 

148 

33 

Rabbits 

104 

33 

Farinoca 

•  .  . 

.  .  o 

104 

3‘3 

Fish  ... 

38 

33 

Packets  of  pastry  mix 

22 

33 

Tinned  Vegetables 

379 

33 

„  Orange  Juice 

33 

„  Fruit 

287 

33 

„  Meat 

441J; 

33 

„  Milk 

738i 

33 

„  Fish  ... 

65 

33 

„  Soup 

19i 

33 

„  Meat  and  Vegetables 

55i 

>3 

„  Bacon 

1 

33 

„  Fish  Cakes  ... 

1 

33 

„  Coffee 

1 

2 

33 

„  Grape  Fruit  Juice 

12\ 

33 

„  Tomato  Juice 

15| 

V 

„  Golden  Syrup 

7 

33 

Tinned  Sausages 

„  Fish  Paste  ... 

„  Jam  and  Marmalade 

„  Rhubarb 
Jars  of  Fruit 

There  are  190  Catering  Establishments  in  the  Borough.  The 
Food  Office  notify  the  Health  Department  of  each  new  application 
for  a  catering  licence  and  no  licence  is  granted  unless  the  premises 
comply  with  modern  requirements.  A  street  to  street  systematic  in¬ 
spection  of  all  food  stores,  every  class  of  shop,  licenced  premises, 
bakehouses  and  canteens  was  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
full  register  and  records  will  be  made,  and  conditions  brought  up  to 
standard.  All  refuse  bins  at  the  British  Restaurants  are  fitted  with 
the  Bradley  Fly  Proof  Lid. 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(d)  The  bacteriological  report  is  as  follows: 

Direct  Film.  Coliform  organisms,  Gram-positive,  cocci 
and  gram-positive  bacilli  present. 

Cultures.  Staphylococcus  aureus  (coagulase  positive) 
isolated. 

(e)  The  food  involved  was  lib.  tin  of  pork  brawn,  opened  and 
consumed  at  house,  in  the  original  condition  from  the  tin. 
Five  persons  were  involved,  but  two  were  not  affected.  The 
illness  lasted  one  day  only. 


CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

A  good  deal  of  propaganda  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
staff.  Lectures  and  talks  have  been  given  by  the  Chief  Inspector  at 
clubs,  Church  Educational  Societies,  Rotary  clubs,  Women’s  Own 
meetings,  Townswomen’s  Guilds,  and  the  Local  Chamber  of  Trade. 
In  conjunction  with  the  Chamber  of  Trade  a  '  code  of  practice  "  has 
been  adopted  and  was  in  print  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  issue  will 
be  in  the  form  of  a  stiff  straw  board  of  generous  dimensions,  with 
a  varnished  front  over  the  printing  matter.  It  will  be  suitable  for 
permanent  display.  The  Clean  Food  Bye  Laws  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Council  and  should  be  operative  early  in  1950.  The  Rowley  Regis 
Chamber  of  Trade  has  promised  full  and  active  support.  The 
Licenced  trade  has  also  promised  co-operation.  An  all  out  effort 
will  be  made  by  the  staff,  during  the  coming  year,  to  bring  up  all  food 
premises  in  line  with  the  Bye  Laws. 
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Several  water  samples  were  taken  from  watercress  beds.  These 
showed  sewage  pollution,  and  the  cress  beds  were  destroyed  before 
any  of  the  commodity  was  sold  to  the  public. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM.  115  Licences  were  granted.  These 
have  a  storage  capacity  of  109,780  gallons. 

CARBIDE  LICENCES.  8  Licences  were  granted. 

CINEMAS. 

There  are  four  cinemas  in  the  Borough  and  the  licences  were 
renewed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  of  the  cinemas  are  considering 
applications  for  theatre  licences,  and  many  alterations  will  be  necessary. 
The  ceilings  are,  as  reported  to  the  Home  Office,  in  good  structural 
condition. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARIES. 

19  bodies  were  admitted.  16  post  mortems  were  made.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  closing  of  the  premises  at  Tividale  was  under 
consideration. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

72  articles  have  been  steam  disinfected.  Disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  at  houses  and  premises  after  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Other 
premises  are  done,  where  necessary,  and  on  special  request.  No 
persons  suffering  from  scabies  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  987  as  compared  with  488  the  previous  year.  This  increase 
was  due  entirely  to  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  measles. 

Small  Pox.  There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  reported  during 
the  year. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  eight  notifications  of  diphtheria 
received  during  the  year — all  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and 
in  three  instances  the  final  diagnosis  was  tonsillitis.  Of  the  five  actual 
cases,  one  proved  fatal — child  who  had  not  previously  been  immunised. 
There  has  been  a  marked  decline  in  the  incidence  and  fatality  of 
diphtheria,  not  only  in  Rowley  Regis  but  in  the  country  as  a  whole, 
during  the  past  few  years  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  Diphtheria 
immunisation.  This  is  very  gratifying  but  we  cannot  be  satisfied  until 
this  disease  is  completely  eradicated. 

PNEUMONIA.  Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  com¬ 
pared  with  two  during  1948.  There  were  21  deaths  from  all  types 
of  this  disease  (only  certain  types  are  notifiable)  as  compared  with 
9  in  the  previous  year. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  91  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified 
during  the  year  of  which  24  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital, — the 
remainder  being  treated  at  home.  It  still  continues  to  be  a  very  mild 
disease  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  45  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  six  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  48  and  five  during  1948. 

32  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (28  in  1948)  and  three 
deaths  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (two  in  1948)  were  registered 
during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  is  still  one  of  "  the  Captain’s  of  the  King  of  Death  ” 
and  a  cause  of  untold  suffering  and  misery.  The  discovery  of  new 
drugs  and  antibiotics  gives  hope  for  an  improvement  in  the  future 
rate  of  cure  but  it  is  still  true  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure. 
Overcrowding  still  plays  a  major  role  in  the  spread  of  infection  so 
the  rehousing  of  overcrowded  cases  of  tuberculosis  should  be  priority 
No.  1.  It  is  very  bad  policy  to  spend  time  and  money  healing 
tuberculosis  patients  in  a  Sanatorium  only  to  have  all  the  good  work 
undone  should  they  return  to  unhygienic  overcrowded  conditions  at 
home. 


Ophthalmic  Neonatorum,  There  were  no  cases  reported 
during  the  year. 

Erysipelas.  There  were  four  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Measles.  752  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  358  cases 
in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.  109  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
44  cases  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Poliomyelitis.  Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
both  were  removed  to  hospital  In  neither  case  was  the  diagnosis 
confirmed — one  being  a  case  of  tubercular  meningitis,  the  other  a 
case  of  acute  nephritis. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever.  No  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
were  notified  during  the  year,  but  there  were  three  cases  of  paratyphoid 
"  B  ’’fever.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 
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